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2010-2011
SYLLABUS

I would first like to welcome you back to Glen Este Middle School as 7th graders and the parents of the 7th graders!  I am very excited in what the year will bring and I hope your child feels the same way.  I am writing you for you and your child to get a better understanding of what is being asked and taught in their Science class.

Course Outline:

There are three main branches of science, Physical, Life and Earth Science.  We will be taking an integrated approach to studying science, which means we will be studying parts of each branch.  The following is a rough outline of the topics we will be studying.

1. Nature of Energy: Energy as the source of all scientific interactions (electrical, chemical, thermal, mechanical, nuclear)

2. Diversity: Interdependence of Life (Interactions among organisms in an ecosystem) 

3. Characteristics/Structures of Life: plants and animals

4. Weather/ Climate/ Storms (cycles in the atmosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere)  

5. Environmental Problems and Issues

Supplies Needed:

1 Composition Notebook with 100 sheets, 200 pages (more will be needed as they fill up)

1 Two pocket/three prong folder

1 pack of loose leaf paper (to be placed in folder)

1 blue or black pen OR pencil

Lab Notebook:

Each student will keep a composition notebook (100 sheets, 200 pages) for Science class.  The notebook will be set up and maintained throughout the year.  Requirements will be glued into the notebook the first week of school.  There will be notebook checks throughout the year to grade what is complete and organized.  Students should review notes and information glued into notebook each night.  The Science department is thrilled to mention that we now have Science books for the students!  This will be a workbook that the students get to take home and work on as well as study from.  
Grading:

Each quarter there will be on average between 15-20 grades.  Your grade will be determined through the following assessments:

· Lab notebook (notes, labs, activities, organization)

· Participation
· Bellwork
· Quizzes

· Tests (extended response, multiple choice, and performance based questions)

· Projects

· Weekly Works (Homework)
Assignments will be graded on content knowledge, participation, and use of science process skills and specific rubric criteria.  Grades are determined on a point system.  Because many assignments’ purpose is for practice those assignments will not appear as a grade but will be reflected in the final assessment of that objective.

Homework:

Every week students will have a “Weekly Work” to complete.  It is handed out on the first day of the week and graded on the last day of the week.  This homework assignment serves as a review of all science content.

Homework will also consist of studying vocabulary, reviewing concepts covered in class, finishing labs or activities that were not completed in class and reinforcement activities.  Each quarter students will be engaged in a cumulative project that will take outside time to complete.  Information and check points will be outlined on Progress Book as well as in the student’s organizers.  Enrichment activities will be handed out for students to work on in class and to complete at home.  Always check student’s organizers or progress book for information about homework.
Extra Credit:

Extra credit is available only at the end of each quarter for those students who wish to set higher academic goals for him or her self.  Extra credit will not take the place of zeros for missing assignments; therefore, students should not rely on extra credit to do so.

In order to get the quarterly extra credit the student most write a two to three page, 5 paragraph (at least 5 sentences per paragraph), typed, double spaced, times new roman, 12-point font, with regular margins such as this paper.  Make sure you title the extra credit as “Extra Credit for ____ Quarter” (depending on what quarter you are using it for).  The paper’s MUST be turned in a WEEK before the quarter ends.  The students’ must answer these questions; each question must be answered in a complete sentence and one question answered per paragraph:

· What did you learn that was most helpful this quarter?

· What do you still struggle with or excel on and why do you think so?

· Explain, in depth, a concept you learned and this concept must be accurate.

· How can you use the information you learned in the future (ex. Career?)?

· Pick a topic you learned this quarter.  Think “outside the box”, what else could you learn about to increase your knowledge on that topic?

Behavior Expectations:

Learning science is often hands-on.  Safety is always a concern.  Students who are unable to comply with the behavior expectations will not be permitted to participate in hands-on activities and will be required to complete an alternative assignment.  Be sure to read and understand student behavior expectations for Science class.

Student Behavior Expectations:

1. Students will be on time and prepared for class with writing utensil, lab notebook, and all assignments.  Responsibility
2. Students will be respectful toward each other and teachers.  Bullying will not be tolerated.  Respect
3. Students will raise their hand for permission to speak and participate in all assigned activities with no disruptions.  Active Participation
4. Students will follow all other school rules.  (Review dress code and the school’s no gum policy located in the student organizer.)

In addition to following the behavior expectations, science safety rules must be followed.
7th Grade Behavior Plan:

The 7th Grade has a reward system in place that rewards students for being respectful, responsible and active.  Students are given a “Conduct Chronicle” similar to what you received in the 6th grade.  This conduct chronicle will be kept in your organizers.  This sheet keeps track of negative student behaviors such as missing an assignment, being late or not prepared, interrupting or not participating, etc.  Students who do not exhibit such behaviors are then rewarded.  Students will be given more details about the Conduct Chronicle later.

Consequences:

If an expectation is broken the following steps are taken to correct the behavior.  These steps match the steps given in the Conduct Chronicle.
Step1:  Warning, written or verbal

Step2:  2nd Warning, written or verbal
Step3:  Phone home
Step4:  Phone home and after school detention
Step5:  Office referral/ Friday School

Severe Behavior will result in an office referral!
Communication:

Students will record assignments in their organizer on the first day of each week.  Students will also record some very important information that you will need to review.  Among this information will be the student’s current grade in science, any missing assignments he or she may have, upcoming due dates, behavior concerns and teacher comments (as warranted).  This will keep you informed of your child’s progress and will give the student an opportunity to be responsible for his or her success. It will also provide us an avenue for open communication.  Check your child’s organizer on the first day of the week and discuss with your child any concerns such as a missing assignment or low score.  This is a valuable tool for you, the student and me as the teacher to help in the success of your child.

In the event of an absence, students must check the “absent area” for missed work.  Labs missed will need to be made up on lab make-up day, which will be provided before each test.  If a student is absent on the day of a test they should be prepared to take the test upon returning to school.  Long term assignments and projects are due upon returning to school.  Students will be given a study guide before each test.  We will review as a class the day before a test.  Unit plans, lessons, project rubrics and other important information will be posted on Progress Book along with current grades updated each week.  Parents can e-mail questions or concerns to mcclure_e@westcler.org
I am also in the process of working on a website for the students and parents to be able to go to for Smartboard notes, additional websites for help, Science book links, etc.  You are more then welcome to visit this website as it is being developed.  Go to www.erinmcclure.weebly.com
Thanks,

Mrs. McClure (
I have read the syllabus for science.
_________________________________________Student Signature

_________________Date
I have read the syllabus for science with my child.

_________________________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature

_________________Date







